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On gender differences and the use of words that mean
bimi (good flavor) in Japanese:

Focusing on oisii (delicious)

Midori Takasaki

Abstract
This paper investigates usage of words that expresses good flavor in written essays and
natural conversations and gives evidence for narrowing in the gap between and crossover in
gendered usage, as well as characteristics related to genre (written vs. spoken), register (wago

vs. kango), and word choice (polite word vs. non-polite word, formal word vs. informal word).



