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What Kind of Students Are They?

— The Case of Students Interested in Global Studies —

KAGAMI Tomiyo MINOURA Yasuko MIURA Toru SHINOTSUKA Eiko

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate characteristics of undergraduate students who have an
interest in global studies, and the relationship between their level of interest and related factors such as
motivation of programs of global education and career support; ideal self image; multicultural attitude;
career aspirations; the image of Muslim, Korean, and Japanese society and so on. An analysis was
undertaken of questionnaires completed by 498 respondents, freshmen in the undergraduate school of
Ochanomizu University. The total respondents were divided into 3 groups, those with a high level of
interest in global studies (n=141), those with a middle level of interest (n=224), and those with low-level
interest (n=126). The results of the analysis are as follows: 1) Students with high interest tend to have
aspiration to attend programs of global education; 2) In terms of ideal self image, they have a tendency
to place emphasis on specialty, curiosity, social contribution, intercultural exchange, appeal to society,
social power, and so on; 3) As for multicultural attitude, they tend to put a stress upon respects for
other cultures, a sense of community, importance of language and culture learning, withholding
judgment, active listening, collaboration; 4) They tend to have aspiration to get a job of international
organization; 5) Regarding Muslim society, they have positive images as a whole. In conclusion, it is
recognized that students with a high level of interest in global studies tend to have expectations for

high quality education, and clear images for their career.

Key word : global studies, ideal self image, multicultural attitude, career aspirations, image of Muslim,

Korean, and Japanese society
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