Dr. Chika Kuroda, kPr.of. Emer., Ochanomizu University

Dr. Chika Kuroda was born on March 24, 1884, at Saga, as the fifth
-of a family of seven sons and daughters.

After one year’s experience of teaching, which she had undertaken on
the completion of the course at Saga Normal School, the Girls’ Division,
she entered the Tokyo Higher Normal School for Women, taking the science
course. On finishing the'course in 1906, she engaged in teaching at the
Girls’ Division, Fukui Normal School. ' ’ '

The next year she returned to the Alma Mater, to renew her study of
- chemistry in general at the postgraduate class, under the direction of Prof.
Toshio Hirata. After two years, she was appointed associate professor and
instructed students in experiments. In 1913, when the Tohoku Imperial
- University was, for the first time, opened to girls, she was among the candidates,
and was one of the three girl students admitted. She majored in Organic
Chemistry and three years later became one of the first girl Rigakushi.

She continued to stay at the University as an assistant for two years,
_engaged in researches of Shikon, taproot of murasaki (Lithospermum erythrorhizon)
under Dr. Riko Majima. She came back to the Alma Mater as a professor
in 1918. In 1921 she was ordered by the Education Department to England
for chemical studies. She was under Prof. W. H. Parkins at Oxford University
for two years. .

When she came back to her former post she was admitted to Majima
Laboratory (present Ogata Laboratory) of the Institute of Physical and Chemvlcal'
Research (present Scientific Research Institute.) Since then her days have been
devoted to the teaching at school and the researches in the laboratory. In
1930 she took the doctorate of science by the determination of the chemical
constitution of carthamin, the pigment of safflower. In 1936 she was awarded
the first Majima Prize by the Japanese Chemical Society. In 1949 when

Ochanomizu University was established she was appointed professor. She
was entitled professor emeritus in March, 1952.

About forty reports, published during the past thirty years of her researches ‘
are chiefly upon the chemical constitutions of the natural pigments of various
plants and  animals, beginning with Shikon. After determining that Shikonin,
the pigment of Shikon, is of Naphthoquinone, she made it clear that the
pigments from the spines of various sea-urchins are the derivatives of Naph-
‘thoquinone. She also took up skiso leaves (Perilla frutescens Brit. var. crispa
Decne.), day-flower flowers (Commelina communis L. var. hortensis Makino),
the black seed-coat of soy-bean (Glycine Soja Sieb. et Zucc.) the epidermis of
' 'eggplant (Solammz melongena L. var. esculentum, Nees), etc, as objects of her
researches. :

Dr. Kuroda is the gentlest and the most generous, and is endowed with
mild patience to listen to others’ opinions and rare capacity for tolerance to
comprehend good intentions in everyone. .

Her family being noted for long life and. both her parents having lived-
over eighty, we can reasonably hope her many more years of fruitful researches
and valuable achievements, which is also our sincere wish. (K. Anno)
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