Dr. Kono Yasui, Prof. Emer., Ochanomizu University

Dr. Kono Yasui was born on February 16, 1880 at Sanbonmatsu in Kagawa
Prefecture as the first daughter of Mr. Chushichi Yasui and his wife, Ume.
After finishing the course of the Normal School of Kagawa Prefecture, she
entered the Tokyo Higher Normal School for Women. Upon graduation of
the school, she was appointed teacher of Gifu Girls’ High School and printed
her first step in the society. After two years’ teacher’s life there she came
back to Tokyo to be admitted to the. post-graduate course of Tokyo Higher
Normal School for Women, where she studied zoology and botany until 1907.
She served as an assistant-professor in her Alma Mater from 1907 to 1919.
She was then promoted to the rank of professor and when the school reformed
to Ochanomizu University for Women in 1949, she became professor of the
university. When she resignated in 1952, she was elected emeritus professor
of the university.

She went to America in 1914, where she studied under guidance of Prof.
Chamberlain and Prof. Coulter at Chicago, and Prof. Jeffrey at Harvard.
Besides teaching she researched mainly at Prof. Fujii’s laboratory of Tokyo
Imp. University as an official not on the regular staff. When the international
journal of Cytology, “Cytologia’® was founded by Prof. Fujii, she co-operated
with him as the secretary and as regular contnbutor, and now she is a
member of its editorial board.

Her first scientific paper “Weber’s organ of carp fish” (1905), was on
zoology but the works after that were all on botany. Life histories of plants
such as Salvinia, Azolla, Diospyros, and Pseudolarixz were studied in the first
period of her academic life. In the second period studies on fossil plants
were performed. Two researches “A fossil wood of Sequoia from the tertiary
of Japan (1917), “On the alteration of the cell wall in the process of coalification
etc.”” (1925), were followed by a paper for doctorate “Studies on the structure
of lignite, brown coal, and bituminous coal in Japan” (1928). For this the
title Rigakuhakushi (Doctor of Science) was given by Tokyo Imp. University.

This was really the first doctorate given to women in Japan. In the third -

period she was engaged in investigating cytogenetic subjects, on which she
published a number of valuable papers.

To our greatest admiration she persistently lived as a pure apostle of
science throughout her life and had no time left to write books and journal
to contribute to popular magazines and newspapers. No less important was
what she had done for education. It is not too much to say that many of
the women who are now active in the scientific field in Japan born under
‘the influence of this brilliant pioneer. \ ‘

We sincerely wish her many more years of excellent health and valuable
works. (T. Ohtsuki).
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