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随想

IIardandSoEnjoyable

Studentexchangeprogram

OchanomizuUmiversityhasexchangepartnerships

withsomeuniversitiesinKorea,Taiwan,Englandand

Australia･Exchangesenablethirdandforthyearor

graduatestudentstostudyabroadattheseuniversities

foroneyear･Inmanycasestheexchangestudents

wouldbeexemptfromtheinternationalstudentfees.

Subjectsstudiedareoftencreditedtowardstheir

OchanomizuUniversitydegree･

AsIhavebeeninterestedinstudyingoverseas,I

appliedfortheprogramandwasacceptedasan

exchangestudenttoMonashUniversityinMelboume,
AustraliafわrayearstartingJuly,2001･Twoother
studentswerealsosentthereatthesametime.

AlthoughtheclassesandasslgnmentSareVery

difficult,theclassesareinteresting,whichmakesit

moreenjoyableanddifferentfromOchanomizu

Universlty･Also,theplacewhereIamstayingItselfis

enjoyableanddisplayingsomeinterestingdimensions

ofAustraliansociety.

MonashUniversity

MonashUniversltyisoneofthelargestuniversitiesin

Australiawitheightcampusesincludingthosein

MalaysiaandSouthAfrica.Ithastenfaculties,and

about7,000academicandgeneralstaff.Over44,000
studentsattendMonash,withanintemationalstudent

populationof9,000comlngfrommorethan100

countries･IamstudyingatClaytoncampus,whichis

血elargestandmaincampusofMonash.

IbelongtotheArtsFacultywheretheSchoolof

GeographyandEnvironmentalScienceislocated.

Sincetheuniversltyitselfisverylarge,awiderange

ofsubjectsisofferedandfortunatelyexchange

studentsareabletotakeanyofthem.Ichosesome

subjectsofgeographyandtooksomefromotherareas
aswell.

Thesocalled h̀andbook'whicbcontainsallthe

subjectsofferedintheyear,isnotdistributedto

students･Instead,whenthestudentsselectthesubjects

thattheytakeinthatyear,theyshouldaccessthe

university'Swebpageandcheckthecontentsofthe

subjects･Eventheenrollmentofsubjectsare

performedandchangedonline,andtheacademic

KasumiWATANABE

resultscanbecheckedinthesameway･Thissystem

didsurpnsemealotbecauseitistotallydifferentfrom

ouruniverslty･So-calledÌTrevolution'mightwell
supposethiskindofconvenience.

Usually,onesubjecttakeninasemestercountsfor6

creditpointsandastudenttake40rmoresubjectsina

semester.Onesubjecthasoneortwolectures(1-2

hours)andoneortwotutorialsorpracticalclassesa

week･Tutorialsorpracticalsaresimilartoseminarsin

Japaneseuniversities.Theassessmentconsistsof

majoressaysand/oranexam.ToglVeanideaofwhat

theclassesareactuallylike,Iwillintroducetwo

geographysubjectsthatItookinmyfirstsemester.

AustratiaTZPhysicalenvironments.Thissubjectwas

providedfbr山e丘rstyearstudentsofFacultyofArts

andFacultyofScience.Itprovidesabasicknowledge

ofphysicalgeographyandenvironmentalsciencesas

wellasrelatedsubjectslikebotany,zoology,ecology,

earthsciencesandatmosphericscience.Aswidely

known,theAustralianenvironmenthasmany

distinctivecharacteristics.Inthissubject,present

Australianlandscapes,biotaandclimate,aswellasthe

paleo-environmentandevents,wereexplained･

Severalareasofphysicalgeography,suchas

biogeography,climatology,orgeomorphologywere

coveredin26lecturesandsomepracticalsheldby7
lecturers.

Afieldtripwasanespeciallygoodopportunityto

viewtheconceptsandtechniquescommunicatedin

theclassroom andlaboratorylna r̀ealworld'

situation･ThelTleldcampofthissubjectwasheldata

mountainreglOnCalledRawsonVillageineastern
Victoria,whichisthreetofourhourdrivesfrom
Melbourne.About100studentstraveledinbuses

drivenbythelecturerstothesite･Westayedinbunk

housesforthreenights,inwhichtimeweobserved

andhadlecturesabouttheVictorianalpine

environment･Mostoftheactivitiesinthefieldcamp
wereheldoutside.Studentsweredividedintosome

groupsandhaddifferentactivitiesandexcursionsof

geomorphology,biogeography,andclimatologytum

bytum.

Inexcursionsofgeomorphology,theunlque
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landformsmadebyfluvialerosion,Weathering,and
accumulationoflavawereintroduced.Thesiteofthe

fieldcampwaslocatedinMt.BawBaw,andhada

considerablelocalreliefenergymadebytheThomson

Rivermeanderingthroughthevalley･Theriverhas

beendissectingthelandformforvastperiodsoftime

atvariousrates･Therefore,therockwhichispresently

exposedatthevalleyfloorisveryold･Thestudents

wereaskedtoobservetherelief,sketchthevalley's
crosssection,andcalculatetherateoffluvialerosion.

Afterparticipatinglnallactivities,wehadto

completeafieldpaperincludingnotonlythesummary

ofobservationineachareaofstudybutalsosome

calculations.Allthestudentscooperatewitheach

othertofillallthequestions,whichwasagood

opportunitytotalktomanypeople･Overall,thistnp

providedagreatfirsthandunderstandingofAustralian

physicalenvironmentaswellasanopportunltytO
makenewfriendsandtodiscusswithlecturers.

4ppliedgcogllaPhyandjiehlstudies.Thissubjectwas

forsecondandthirdyearstudentstotrainthemethods

forfieldstudiesofhumangeography･Theclasses

wererathersmallcontalnlnglessthan30students,and
thereforewewereaskedtocommunicatewiththe

lecturerandwitheachother,bothwithinandoutside

theclasses.Inthelectures,characteristicsof

information,focuslngespeciallyonqualitativedata

ratherthanquantitative,wereintroduced.Theninthe

practicals,whichconsistedmainlyofgroupwork,

throughcompletingaseriesofresearch,thestudent

learntskillstocollect,dealwith,andpresent

geographicalinformation.

Eachstudent丘rstlychoseoneofMelboume'sLocal

GovernmentAreas(LGA'S)asone'sfieldandthe

maintoplCOftheresearch.Theresearchinvolved

threeasslgnmentS,̀Dataanalysis'toanalyzecensus

dataandfindpossibleissuesinthearea,'Deliveryof

questionnaire'todesignandhandoutquestionnaires,

and Ⅰ̀nterviewpractice'toa汀angeandpracticean
interview.

Theseactivitieswerequitehardfb∫me.First,sinceI

hadnoideaaboutthegeographyofMelboume,itwas

noteasytosetthefieldandtopicformyresearch.

ThenthelecturerkindlysuggestedKingstonareanear

thecampus･AndlsetthefollowingtwotoplCS

accordingtomyInterestintheunlqueneSSOf
Australiancoastalenvironment:

1.Howdoesitsproximitytothebeachajfectthe

residentsinKingston?

2.WhatdoesthegovernmentofKingstondoabout

coastalmanagement?

ThefirstasslgnmenttOanalyzecensusdatawasnot

toohardbecauseIcouldworkonthatbymyselfand

foraslongtimeasIwantedusingasoftwarepackage･

However,inthesecondone,questionnairedelivery,I

hadtogoouttothetownofKingstonwithmygroup

andaskpasslngStrangerstOParticipateinoursurvey.

Atthattime,sinceIfeltdifficultylnOralcommu-

nication,IwassonervousabouttheasslgnmentthatI

regrettedhavingchosenthissubject.Yet,Withgreat

helpfromthegroupmates,Icouldmanageto

completetenquestionnaires.

InthenextasslgnmenttOpracticeaninterview,Ihad
aninterviewwithanexecutiveorVictorianCoastal

Governmentwhichisoneoftheinstitutionsofstate

government･Iusedemailstoarrangetheinterview,

andoneofmygroupmateshelpedmetocallhimfor

confimation.Duringtheinterview,theinfomantwas

highlymotivatedandIcouldenjoytheinterview･

However,afterwards,therewastimeconsumlngWOrk

totranscribethetaped40minuteinterview,

distinguishingusefulinfomationformytopic.

Overall,theemphasisofthissubjectwasplacedon

theresearchmethodologyratherthanthefindings･In

themethodology,theformalprocessandethical

considerationwerenoted:Wewereaskedtoprovide

theinformantswithaformalletterofexplanation

slgnedbythelecturer,andtopaymuchattentionto

makethemfeelcomfortableduringourresearch･

Althoughthecommunicationintheactivitiesbrought

memuchstress,allofthemresultedingreatlesson.

Essays.Thegradeisdeteminedmainlybythemarks

ofessaysandexaminations.Theessayhereseemed
ratherdifferentfromtheonesIusedtowritein

OchanomizuUniverslty;itshouldbeakindof

academicwritingandtherearefixedrulesand

pattems.Notonlythecontentoftheessaybutalsothe

formandpresentationisstrictlymarked.Students

havetodosufficientresearch,whichismostly

reading,tocollectinformationandevidence,and

presenttheirownideaintheproperfbm.

Althoughthiswasnotveryfamiliartome,

fortunatelytheuniversityprovidestheLanguage

LearnlngServicewhichhelpsstudentsmainlywith

theiressaywritings,fromchooslngrelevantrefTerences

towritingformalEnglish･Furthermore,Icouldhave
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individualconsultationtimewiththestaff,whomI

couldaskforsomeadviceandcheckonmydraft.I

tookgreatadvantageofthissystemandgotallthe

subjectspassedwithrathergoodmarks.

Thus,Imanagedtodealwiththeclassesand

assignmentsinfirstsemesterwithgreathelpofmany

people.AndfinallyIcouldget24creditsintotal.Ican

hardlybelievethis,becauseatfirstmyEnglishability

didnotallowmetounderstandthelecturer'sspeech

givinghomeworkfornextweek.

Melboume

NowIamgoingtOintroducetheplacewherelam

living.TheClaytoncampusislocatedinasuburbof

Melbourne,whichisoneofthebiggestcitiesin

Australia.Iamstaylngattheuniverslty'son-Campus
accommodatioI】namedasHallsofResidence,which

hasanumberofoverseasstudentsmainlyfromAsian

countriesincludingmyself.Therearechancesto

recognlZethatthewayofthinkingandlivingvaries

accordingtothenationalityorbackground.

ThecityofMelboumeisoneofthebesthangouts

forstudentstospendtheirweekendswiththeirfriends.

SinceMonashUniversltyislocatedinasuburb-

Clayton,whichisfarfromthecity,peoplefindthatit

isnotsoeasytogettothecity.Weusuallygotothe

citybybustothestationandthenbytraintothecity,

whichtakesaboutonehourintotal.Thetransportation

systeminMelbourneisdifferentfromtheone

operatedinTokyo.Oneofthebiggestdifferencesis

thattrains,trams,andthebussystemistotally

integratedasonesystem,whichallowspassengersto

changefromtramstotrainsandthentobusontheone

ticketcalled M̀etcard'.Zonesystemthatdivides

Melbourneintothreezonesforpublictransportis

appliedandthetravelfaresdependbothonthezoneof
travelandtheamountoftimeneededforthetravel.

Forinstance,whenIwanttogotothecityfromthe

Claytoncampusforthewholeday,Iwillonlybe

requiredtopurchaseadailyticketinZonelarea

(AUD$5.10,whichisequivalenttoJPY357Yen).

ThismeansthatIcanrideonanyofthetransportation

tools,includingbuses,tramsandtrains,unlimitedly

withinthatdayforthatprlCe･Onthecontrary,
purchasingaticketfromonedestinationtotheotheris

a m̀ust'whenpeoplewanttotravelbypublic

transportationinJapan.Letsay,ifyouwantedto

travelfromMyogadanitoOyamausingMarunouchi

lineandTobutojoline,itcharges300yenvia

Ikebukuroinjustoneway.(160Yenischargedfrom

Myogadanitolkebukuro;140Yenwillthenbe

chargedfromIkebukurotoOyama).Incomparison,

theMelbourneTransportationsystem soundsmore
economicalandconvenient,doesn'tit?Travelershave

tobeawareofthefactthatsomehow,especially

duringtheholiday,thetrainsinMelboumearenotas

frequentasthoseinTokyo.Travelersneedtobe

cautiousaboutthisbecauseoncetheyhavemissed,for

instance,atrain,theyprobablyneedtowaitforatleast

oneorevenlongertothenextone.

Thoughitsoundsprettycomplicatedtogettothe

cityfromClaytonCampus,onceyouhavearrived,the

su汀Oundingsinthecltyareattractiveenoughjustto

walkalongthestreet,seeingitssceneryandthe

passlngPeOPle･Walkinginthecity,oranyotherpart

ofMelboume,OnecanseepeopleofvariousonglnS

bytheappearance･LetmeglVeyouabriefaboutthe

immlgrationhistory:

A触rWorldWarⅡ,becauseoftheproximityto

Asia,anumberofimmlgrantSCamefromAsian

countries,includingTaiwan,HongKong,Malaysla,

Thailand,andsofbrth･AscanalsobeseeninJapan,
thereisaChinatownwherethelanguageheardis

mainlyChinese.

Althoughthereweresomeconflictsbetweenthe

peoplewhoorlglnallylivedandthosewhonewly

came,nowitenjoysitsdiversltyaSamulticultural

society.Here,newcomers,especiallythosewhohave

differentskinor/andhaircolor,arenotregardedas

foreigners.However,thisconceptisnotyetcommon

inJapan･ThediversltyinAustraliasurprisedmealot

sinceIhadexpectedAustraliatobeacountryof

Westempeople,but,infact,itisameltingpot.

Likethis,havingfinishedasemester,Iamfully

enJOylngthestudyinMonashUniversltyaSan

exchangestudentandlifeinMelboume.Istillhave
anothersemesterinMonasb.Iwouldliketomakeit

fruitful,evenmoresothanthelastonesothatIwillbe

abletoputtheexpedencetogoodaccountinthelater

studybackinOchanomizuUniversity.Finally,ifany

studentsareinterestedinthisexchangeprogram,

pleasefeelfreetocontactme･

渡辺香澄

地理学コース3年生 (留学中)

- 109-


