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This review is intended for translation and commentary on a treatise
of ‘turning around from coercion to voluntary compliance and its meaning-a
practical issue of the concept of sex work’” by Mun Eun Mi and published
in Sex Work edited by sex work editorial staffs of Center for Women’s and
Cultural Theory in Korea (2007).

While a controversy over whether Prostitution is a voluntary choice or
a coercion has been continuously rising in Korea and Japan, the author of
this treatise suggests that Prostitution should be seen as sex work in order
to make a breakthrough in this dichotomous argument and Dr. Aoyama in
Japan argues that there should be a middle zone between coercion and vol-
untary compliance. That is, these two researchers are proposing that their
concepts are far more useful and practical for sex workers. Although there
are some differences between the concepts, I think that these two proposals
are basically an attempt to secure and raise the human right of sex workers.
For this end, I am certain that it is necessary for sex workers to gain rights
to life, health, and work which they have been demanding and instead of
controlling, regulating, and managing Prostitution in the name of law, letting
sex workers regulate it voluntarily will lead to the actual improvement of
their rights.
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