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In this paper, by examining a movement led by Korean women students
(predominantly first-generation) in Osaka in 1990s, demanding the local board of
education to establish an evening course for them at a local junior high school, I will
explore the conditions and the process for the formation of Korean women’s “auton-
omous” space and new identity. This case is distinctive in that while these Korean
women in Japan built their autonomous space and became political actors in the
public sphere, major post-war organizations of Korean women in Japan were
affiliating with and contributing to male-oriented ethnic Korean organizations and
movements. I will analyze the narratives of these Korean women activists in Osaka,
as well as how they interacted widely with second- and third- generation Korean
women, Japanese teachers, human rights activists and other social minorities.
Referring to the “counter public” theory by Nancy Fraser, I will examine how these
Korean women transformed their collective emerged from this event into agents of

a social movement, and how a new identity was formed through this process.
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