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My Life in Sydney
Saki Kawana
I participated in a study abroad program in Sydney, Australia in spring 2014.
Throughout this experience, I learned a lot of things and enjoyed very much!!

First, my host family was very accommodating and treated me as if I were
their real daughter. My host mother made time to talk with me every day and I
enjoyed playing the violin with my host brother. I had a Chinese roommate, which
also helped me speak English a lot and learn about Chinese culture.

For the first 4 weeks, I went to University of New South Wales. I took an
IELTS class, so there were classmates of various ages and nationalities. The
teacher and the classmates were very funny, so the classroom was full of laughter.
During break times or speaking sessions, I learned different cultures or various
ways of thinking. At UNSW, I became friends with students who loved Japan.
After school or on holidays, I went to a lot of place with them and their friends. I
still keep in contact with them now.

In this program, two-weeks Internship was included. I went to an
elementary school to introduced Japanese culture, and I also spent an enjoyable
time with them. Furthermore I helped some students who needed extra help with
their difficult class. I was upset at the Australian accent and children’s high
pitched voice, but my students were very friendly and incredibly cute, so I looked
forward to going to school every day.

Before going to Sydney, I was nervous about living in foreign country.
However, I felt that the people in the world are very kind and always help me.

Through this experience, I realized how small the world is and became more

interested in my own country and foreign countries.
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My special experience

Yu Aoki

Last spring, I spent six weeks in Sydney. The program was composed of 4
weeks study in institute of language and 2 weeks volunteer work in high school.
Before leaving Japan, I set up one goal besides mastering English. That was to find
a lot of cultural differences in Australia.

There are many people who have different nationalities in Australia. My host
family was Australian, but my mother was born in Greece. My new friends who I
met there are Chinese, Korean, Saudi Arabian, Colombian and so on. While I lived
with them, I found a number of different cultures. For example, there were no
people who wore a mask even if they had a cold. When I wore it there, many people
stared at me strangely. Not only wvisible differences like this, I also found
characteristics of foreigners which were different from Japanese ones. In classes at
school, all the students except Japanese spoke their own opinions positively. They
never hesitated to ask a question. As I took a class with them, I was stimulated and
got to say my opinion without being hesitant.

I wondered why there were such a differences between Japanese and others. I
found a key point in high school where I did a volunteer work as an assistant. |
observed a “DRAMA” class at school. Every student had to take that class, and they
did debates and improvised dramas in it. That class shocked me. All the students
had their own opinion and told it with confidence. They could get ideas in shape and
make a drama in short time. I found that such training in childhood would make
their strong features.

I also noticed that people in Australia have many hobbies and enjoy their free
time. Of course, they had much free time than Japanese, but they were also good at
using it. I decided to consider my way of spending my free time again.

The six weeks in Sydney was special time for me. Because I set an aim, finding
cultural differences as many as possible, I could lived a full life. This wonderful

experience surely has a good effect on my future life.
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My 6 weeks have passed so quickly in
Dunedin, this is because all of my experiences
there are precious for me. This was the first time
for me to study abroad and to have a prolonged

stay in a foreign country.

To be surprised, I could get along with the
life in Dunedin soon. My host family always told

me to help myself, so I could relax in the house.

We had the classes at language center, an

internship program and lectures at the university.

I enjoyed my class at language Centre so much.

Teachers and classmates were so kind, and always

On the campus
encouraged me to speak English and gave me the ! P

A beautiful and sunny day!

chances. There were not only the students from
Japan, but also the students from Saudi Arabia. I
could not communicate with them well at first, but

we could get along better as time went on.

I also enjoyed the weekends with my host family
or my friends. I went to a local Japanese restaurant
and had udon! It was interesting for me to find
“Japan” in New Zealand, for example, there are so

many Japanese used cars.

— Wakame Udon!!




Precious Memories in New Zealand

Yui Hatanaka

Department of Food and Nutrition

The reason why I decided to join this program is
because I wanted to be able to talk with people
from abroad in English. I knew that it is
difficult for me to listen to English they speak.
Studying abroad was the best way to improve
my English skill, I thought.

We had two General English classes in the
morning and a TOEIC class in the afternoon
every day. In those classes, we had some
students who were from other countries. In the
classes, we had many discussions, speeches and
group works.

I attended a lecture of Otago University. I chose
nutrition class. The content of the class was
what I had learned in Japan, so I was able to
understand what the teacher said and it was
interesting.

I did internship at The Good Earth Café. I made
salmon bagel, french toast and so on. Not only
could I have working experience, but also I
enjoyed communicating with people who work

there.

I shared a lot of memories with my host family. I
had host father, host mother, two little girls and
their big brother in my family. I played with the
girls after school every day. I have no
opportunity to play with little children in Japan,
so I really enjoyed it. My host parents were
really kind to me. They picked me up when I
came back home after it got dark and took me

various places. They let me keep my rhythm of

life. T was able to be relaxed at home. Dunedin

is a small town, so they know each other. It

enabled me to talk with many people.

What I learned through this program is that it
is very important to have confidence in my
opinion. I felt Japanese students were shy and
hesitated to speak in classes. I was said, “Why
don’t you say anything? Say your opinion.” with
smile by my classmate who were from Saudi
Arabia. For them, it is incomprehensible not to
say anything though I have my own opinion.
After that I tried to say my opinion as many as I
could. It changed my mind and it will have

positive effect in my life.

I want to study abroad again, but it needs a lot
of time and money. This is because I will not
study abroad in two years. However, after
graduating university, if I have an opportunity
to study abroad, I will be willing to do it.

If T don’t speak English, I will decline in my
English skill. In order to prevent it, I want to
study English by myself and I'm thinking of
taking part in an English speaking club.




My various experiences in New Zealand
Miho Imamiya (social science and family study 39

I could experience and learn many things in this six weeks program, I want to tell about three
things which I felt strongly.

First thing is that I could notice difficulty to study and to live with native people by using only
English, and importance to keep making efforts in such an environment. As for my English skill
I especially felt a lack of my speaking skill. When we discussed with other students from other
countries in classes, or when I talked with student and teachers of university, or when I talked
with host family, I had a lot of things which I wanted to talk about but I couldn’t tell those things
clearly. But I thought that” I came here to improve my speaking skill, so I have to do my best to
be able to tell everyone what I think and feel about. Also I could challenge what I was interested
in, for example volunteer, cooking lesson. These things became good experience for me. I felt it
was important to keep challenging something, not to give up because of lack of English skills.

Second thing is that many students from other countries well knew about not only own
country but also world, and they had their opinion about it. We had chances to talk freely or tell
own opinion about topics which we did in a textbook. When we did these discussions in our class,
I was very surprised that they told own opinion clearly, and they also talked about condition of
own country concerned about the topics. But I could not tell my opinion clearly. Also when I was
asked how about Japan about topics, I could not answer well. I felt I had to have interest to
things which happens in Japan or in the world, and I thought it was important things if we want
to keep studying English.

Third thing is that there were alot of things which I could
not have known, if I had not lived there. Although I stayed
only six weeks, I could notice some differences of lifestyle

compare to Japan. First thing is that people get up early

and go to bed early, also many shops and transportation o
stop their service in early time than Japan. Because of these /
things, they finish their job in early time so they spend longer time with family even if it is
weekdays. Second thing is that in Japan many adult people spend most time for their job, but in
New Zealand many adult people spend longer time with family. I felt they spend longer time
with their children and men did more housework than Japan. I could not notice these
differences without staying with native people. I can’t say which life style is better, but I think
we can live better life through living with people who have different culture and thinking again
about own life style.

In this six weeks program, I experienced many things and met many people. Through this
program I could face and think well about my feature or way of thinking. Thank you for host
family, friends, and teachers. I want to utilize many things I could experience to my study and

life from now on.



The Precious Experience in Dunedin

Shiori Suzuki

Food and Nutrition

[ took part in the program in order to
improve my ability of speaking English.
Although I’ d been studying English for
more than 8 years before I went to New
Zealand, I couldn’t speak it very well. I
read many articles, learned many words
and idioms by heart and practiced
English—Japanese or Japanese—English
translation in English classes. However, |
didn’t have many chances to speak
English with native speakers. So I was
poor at speaking. I really wanted to
speak English more and improve my
ability. That’ s why I participated in the
program.

In this program, I had many precious
experiences. Especially, I was surprised
to see foreign students talk about so
many things in the world in the classes.
Most of Japanese students couldn’t
speak so much at first, but foreigners
spoke actively. They spoke about not
only their countries but also in the world.

I felt inferior to them because I didn’t

know much about in the world. On the
contrary, I couldn’t tell them about
Japan very well. I found I didn’t know
much about things in Japan, such as
government and systems of everything. |
felt I had to be interested in everything
in Japan.

[ thought the air in New Zealand was
very fresh and clear. I could see so many
stars when I looked up at the sky at
night. I was moved to see that. It was so
beautiful that I can’t describe very well.
I' Il never forget that sky.

Through the program, I learned how
important to be active and positive is. It
is important to tell my opinion to others,
so I won’t be shy to speak in front of
many people.

[ really want to go abroad again to
study, but I can’t. So I’ Il keep studying
English in Japan, using some kind of

. ’ .
materials. | won t waste my precious

experiences in Dunedin.
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Wonderful Life in Dunedin
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Wonderful Days in Dunedin

Six weeks in Dunedin passed very quickly, but I had a great experience thanks
to my parents, teachers, friends and host family.

At the Language Centre, I met many friends from around the world. They had
their dreams and goals, and made an effort to realize them. Their earnest
attitudes for study served as a stimulus for my study, and I came to think I had to
broaden my outlook on my future.

About a home stay, I had a lot of exciting experiences with my host family during
my stay. They took me to many places, like a beach, Larnach Castle, blue penguin
colony, and so many. Moreover, on my birthday, they held a party at their home,
so I invited three my friends and enjoyed having dinner together. It was a great
memory. I really enjoyed spending time with my host family, so it was hard for me
to say goodbye to them. I promised to come back to Dunedin someday. I really
appreciate them that they supported all my study and everyday life, so I will
never forget their kindness and a happy time with them.

In addition to that, during my stay I talked with many friends about our
dreams, and I realized that there were a lot of opportunities and choices in my life.
So thanks to this study program, I could have a wider view than before. And
sometimes we tend to be too passive, but actually there are many chances;
therefore, I learned I had to set my own goal and try to achieve it. Staying in an
unfamiliar place involves challenges, but it is sure to become a precious

experience. I am really satisfied to join this study program and I will never forget

my days in Dunedin.







My precious days in Vassar Misaki Saito

I went to Vassar College to interact with local students in Vassar and understand international cooperation
in February. At first, I was really nervous to get along with other students in the United States because 1
was worried about my English skills. I tried to convey my feelings even if my English was broken. I always
tried to be positive and I told myself, "Don’t be shy,” in my heart again and again. Thanks to these efforts,
my short stay in Vassar was really fruitful for me. In this paper, I would like to show three episodes. They
are a group presentation about volunteering, my lunch time, and taking a local class about comparative
education.

I performed a presentation on the topic of “Why is the volunteerism less common in Japan than in the
United States?” with two other students in Ochanomizu University. Of course, this presentation is subject to
be did in English, so I had to make slides in English and write script also in English. These were hard
burdens for me and sometimes I was likely to give up. But my group members and my teacher gave me a lot
of advices and encouraged me to keep on practicing in order to have a confidence in myself. Our team
practiced many times and every members almost can explain without looking at scripts. I could do my best
at the presentation and local students and teachers praised our presentation, so I was very happy and
satisfied.

The next topic is about my lunch time. When I came to the college, I made a rule by myself. That is to ask a
local student to eat for lunch on the day I attended a class just before lunch time. The reason I made this
rule is to overcome my shyness and make more opportunities to improve my English skills. Sometimes I was
rejected but I did not care about it and asked another students. Consequently I could eat with local students
every time I tried to do so. Sometimes they brought me to their favorite restaurants. I really enjoyed not only
eating but also chatting with them. They were kind enough to teach me a lot of English vocabulary and
collocations. I deeply appreciated their kindness and decided to become a better English speaker and come
back to Vassar College as an exchange studentin two years.

As the last episode, I would like to illustrate how the local class I attended is. I attended at the comparative
education class and the number of the students is about twenty. A teacher was very friendly to students and
most students took a positive attitude compared to most general students in Japan. Most students in the
class eagerly asked questions and thought educational problems we learned as if they had held the same
problems. I was shocked at the enthusiasm of the students and understand the real meaning of studying by
students and for students. Influenced by an academic and positive atmosphere in the class, I decided not to
hesitate asking questions during a class even after I came back to Ochanomizu University.

To sum up, I experienced precious things at Vassar College. Besides three examples mentioned, there are a
lot of good memories I would like to write about. Why could I get these precious things?-It’s because I kept on
thinking what I should do in order to make the best of this opportunity and tried to put them into practice.
But of course, plenty of heart-warming help from my family, teachers and friends are necessary for this.

Thank you very much for everyone.
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My Wonderful Experience at Vassar College
Nodoka Yokokawa

The goal for this program was to understand people from different backgrounds. So all
the students who went to Vassar College made a presentation related to international
understanding, international cooperation, and international relationships. My group
presented about ‘Why is Volunteerism Less
Common in Japan than in the US?’ Our
group did a survey and found out that our
hypothesis about the experience of
volunteering is an advantage in America
was right. I thought that the result of the

survey was interesting.

T We also discussed international issues with
students at Vassar College. They spoke in fluent Japanese and I was really stimulated.
Some of the Vassar College students sang songs that wished for the fast recovery of the
Tohoku earthquake. I was shocked that many people who live far away cared about
Japan and the people living there. In Japan the interest of the earthquake is getting
smaller and I was one of the person who was starting to forget aboutit. However the
experience at Vassar College made me realize that I was doing the wrong thing.

We not only did studying but we also played a lot. After we finished our presentations,

we had Karaoke Party and ate pizza
together. On the weekends, we went to
New York City and did shopping and
sightseeing. Before the day we left,
Vassar College students had a farewell
party for us. I made many friends and
talked about so many things.

The 10 days I spent at Vassar College
was like a dream. Making presentations and discussing in English was difficult,
although there were many things I learned from it. I am thankful for the people who
had supported me. I would not forget this experience and try to make more progress in

English and think more deeply about the earthquake and international issues.
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It was a first visit for me to the east coast in the U.S. The purpose I joined this
program was to keep studying English and improving my English skills. T studied
abroad to California last summer and had really good experiences. So I expected to have
good ones, and I achieved my aim.

The aim of this visiting was to exchange thoughts about international
relationships. I prepared presentation about “Plurilingualism”. Actually I was not
familiar to this topic, so the other students of our team helped me a lot. I was wondering
our presentation would be success or not during this visit.

The first couple of days, I and other |
Ochanomizu students walk around Vassar
campus with some Vassar students that
studied Japanese. They had much
information about Japan and their Japanese
skills were so good. I didn’t want to hang out
with Japanese students so one day I talked to
a student that was friend of my senior and
talked over cup of coffee. I really proud of
myself and felt my English skills was good.

The day of our presentation, I was very
nervous but I managed to finish it. Some
students and teachers made questions, and | ;

we made a small discussion. Honestly I was

not relieved my presentation because I didn’t
totally understand our topic. Now I think I have to study about Japan such as Japanese
culture.

Presentations of other students were also good. But generally I thought those of
Vassar students were much better. They were creative, thoughtful and sophisticated.
We learned a lot from them.

After our presentations, we went to
New York downtown city. I could wvisit
everywhere I wanted to. It was the best
city I have ever been to.

I can say I will keep study not only
English but also Japanese culture to

exchange various thoughts and ideas.




Vassar

BROKLA R EERF ANREESR AR fase 4 4 el

A SRR Z LIRS T, R E Tk %@J:O’Cﬁ‘ﬂ —ROMEDH Y T,

| e | G| BN

K OE O T, Bfi 5B 215 BT > OREATHIE k)

RS T UL, EEERSH > TRIRE S LTHEXF 9 Tl BEAKRIZHALLYY,



V7o = REEESIPHE L AR — b
EBA AL
T SO ERY o T

FTA BlOEMBHE RN [F R~ R HE 72 L O E Le, FRESDICKRAFE
BT v —ENOERE N 2 ERTE, RYITHREL AR I E L,
WAEBRMRIIEMEETLERS, - bOEMITmKFEE T EN53. 1 128LT
EERERMEZZDT12DDT7 +— 7 KB WFERERLFHER) 7562 LT, BERND

SN 5 AT HITHHEIZE BT TRES T LB U S D IghAF Lz, BIiz—ESmnE
BERTTUF I =T 4 T % LRERT RS RAZWEREWEY | EAZORGEEZBVZ
D, Torr—bralolh, IAOTITERITHHEIZER T Z AT AARMMR LIZR > T
FL7Z RELTLELLIE A LZ I LD TWER A, BIMHEICIT 72000 2
ZEIMZBBREROFTO [ BASES RoTebFTT, ST, ERIZY 7 v —I
BE LT, FATEARICIHARELELEDBFBEEZRNNCELLZ LB TEELLE L, WRE
DRERZDRTHZENTELETHELLBENELE, ZLTHBAAEBBHMETIZH L
WHEWL T SV E LT, —FBBHEFHEICRoTe Uy v —RKRFAREFEROFAET
Hix, BARATH 2R R EEN W B W [BLThl] BHichbsShTnT, Fv
VONAPH=a—d = DHETEAL TKNELE L, BB AEHRORWE S 71
YR —IZE#ELTSNE L, BAebd BRI DN GRIZALITH LTI O H Y 720,

SEOFER LN LW EBERKMTHELA-ZIFETT, MEFEVIIMTLEZNELIZ

Ekx eHE VR H Y £ Lz, SbHEsTATEH &I SNS & T ) AV TnET,
AR DT 7 v —0AEFL LD, 22— =T DHETREELEMY Ao AL TRITHE
THRICESTEANE ET! 2O XD IEABLZ L~V DRI RIEET LA, ZN7ET TR

HYETA, 74 —T7LDT 0T T N> THBEAZ TR Z U2 OW T RERHE A
ETHHRTY 7 v —0FEERLTNT, THZOEOZ &L TERVDIZZ ZETHERSE X
T, HoTKNTWDEDH)] EREUDGBHENPW DL H Y F LT, BRSOT V7 OGRS
WZOWT, ETHEARANC, FAEHLOFE TS TCSNLIFAELDLEZR T, 2o ko7 [
ANl PEFE TE] boroft, 2 b ERR ERBRRSENSD NG 280 Tk
HENTPIF LD TIERWINEBNE L, YFETIEIRSTHBAEVOED EIZON
TEBITLERD, WA, FREEZES> TPITH LD
IRAREER TR NEL DEIZEN D EZZFHD T 1
— B EEZ DD LLER A, RATE-T
BT 2B BV EEVUINRWIEETS S ADHD
BRLZENTELRVESTHE T LI MEZ @ L
THDLZEDTELTRTON 206 L
TWET,




Vassar AHE %8 L C

LHETE SELTR I e— ey
KIS

(R RNERTDEZIFFETH 2] BN D=a—a— 7 NNLET DT 7
P —RFETONRZANLORAIT, HETEST2ORHRDLHD D Bl "T"<$§%o7‘:‘§'§m&
ZEpb, FEZIHIEE L, ZARBRICHENTH TOZ Uik, B#ioFAICHAR
FEEHAZ, HAAREBERIZOWTOT LB T—v a2 Lanb 1 0B MEVnIEL D
FFELLEHEZEI LE L,

Ty o —TEALEZLIFEZ BV ETH, —FBHRIEZ-T2Z &, 2T E#E0R
SPED T, BRRIAFF S TWE LEN? RAARAKREBELDOEE, Uy v —RFEOEEN
HBITNOETF ¥ VT 44X MEITV, FRIFEEZ LWl g, BTz txzmol
Be, BbOFRENPME Lz, ZAREOHOEEDR, SEOTZDITHE L AR oz L
TN TWe, BARAS 2D, BROZ LZENNT TWHO TRV EFSDRL TS
. Uy o= RPOAEFEEBITVETHRAARRELRICOVWTERIZEZ TWET, &
KOHZIRL, Uy o —RKFETHE, EEEEROIFEINIEHR CTT, =& 21X, LGBT 44
@i% BHARE# - ALAIfED NIESCHE -+ -0 EELWIEZE G, BIRBA e s LA

LT ALl WICEDBHELERL TS & LN LITENCH D A/ HOE)
LRSI EIFTETHOHRL jt%#of:‘f‘?“o

Nz CHLBRIZED> > 72D —a—I— I T A EBOE LI, BT LI < b L FE
BFEEEZ TN HYIET Lto ar g V— Py IR IR AR WET, FLm D
D & 9708, chance X° opportunity & RO ICkKIEBR, EFEEEZ BBV XA
Yoo s DX DT, BEET TR, N2 — T =7 R THERISRE RO NS0 D
TT, £5 T, TIIHFETHANEEN INYC) EWVHIHIZEVHL TS0 LS TL
Too ZAREE, HEIZE DA D 24 EANCE 5T, BLHOBWGHiOTHA S ?
W) T ENEE LT E LT,

UEDXICZoiHMEIR, bl LICE s THORAARE Aol L, BERHEOY T
%&ot@fﬁo::—a~7ﬁﬁ0fk_ . SRR TTHTE 2T,




The Caution in Communication

The Course of Global Studies
Mizuki Kuramata

Covered with the white and drifted snow, a nostalgic style

house stood on the hill. The house was shining reflecting the sunlight.
Although we stayed there only ten days, | have attachment to it as the symbol of the beautiful memory. The
main aim of this training course was the international student forum and international exchanges. As for the
forum and the joyful days, some of my fellows will write about it, so I will describe about my experience
about international communication.

| attended the regular class in the collage. | participated in four classes, and the one of Japanese
literature was most impressive for me. Inthe class, | realized my stand point abroad.

The main topic when | joined was about “A Serpent's Lust” in the supernatural ”Tales of Moonlight
and Rain,” in Japanese “fi H #7E « TEMEOE.” We had discussion about the whole story and general
Japanese culture in small groups. Then, | remember that | was asked “What do JAPANESE think about...?”
In the other words, they thought of me as the representative of Japanese even if | didn’t think so. Moreover,
in the beginning of the class, | was asked by the teacher “Have you ever seen Yu-rei?” | answered “No, but
actually I believe it a little.” ““Then, have you seen or do you believe Yo-kai?”” The teacher asked me again,
and | said “Never.” (Classmates laughed perhaps because | denied so seriously.) The teacher said smiling,
“This is interesting, isn’t it? Japanese people believe in the Yu-rei, but they don’t believe Yo-kai. So they
should be something different.” Of course she said it to the Vassar students, but | felt also interested because
I had never thought about the difference of Yu-rei and Yo-kai. However, in my mind, they are different
actually. Then, let me say in passing that, does it differ from ghost and monster in English? When | asked it
to my classmate, she said “You canwrite a paper.”

To be representative of Japanis really heavy pressure, but | also think it is an obligation for the
people around the world who have special interest in Japan, and only Japanese can do. Then, | also realized
that | do the same thing, in short | sometimes recognize my overseas
friend’s opinion as the national consensus. It seems easy way to

understand of the people’s mind, but at the same time it could be




dangerous a bit. It is a particular point we have to pay attention in the international communication. | got not

only the heartwarming memory but also this caution from the experience in Vassar.
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My precious experience in the UK
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One of my important experiences in this program was
daily classes at the university. We were divided into five
groups, and | was only one Japanese in my group. When |
first went to the class, | was surprised at how lively it was.
There were 14 students from various countries like China,

Brazil, Libya, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and so on. However, all of

them used English very well as their way to communicate

with each other. Some of them said that they were not good at writing and reading because
they did not learn English at schools. Actually, they made many grammar mistakes while
they were speaking, but that did not prevent them from understanding each other. Without
caring about ages, nationalities, sex, or backgrounds, they insisted on their ideas in a clear
voice, frankly pointed out others’ mistakes, and would not change their own opinions easily.
Also, they took the same attitude toward teachers. Even though a teacher told us a right
answer, many students asserted that their own answer was right. Almost all of our classes
had a plenty time of discussions, and teachers often encouraged us to tell our opinions. At
first, | got confused with such classes and could not speak until | was told to do so by our
teacher or classmates. However, through classes day after day, | gradually changed and
learned how to use English as a means of communication. Nearly the end of the six weeks,
sometimes | could tell my opinion by myself in classes, and took part in each discussion
more positively. In addition, when the final presentation finished, | was praised by our
teacher for using my spoken English in a natural way. | had never been praised for such a
reason, so | was really pleased. | was also happy to be able to talk with my classmates
more.

| also had many other experiences through this six weeks. As the program came to the
end, | found that | enjoyed my life in the UK with new surroundings, relationships, and
challenges. | did not feel like to come back to

Japan so soon. Instead, | would like to stay in

the UK and have more new experiences, and
| was surprised that | had such a positive
feeling. My character has not change
completely, and my skill of speaking is far
from my ideal, but | have much more

confidence in myself than before.
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My stay in Australia
SCHCH S S RE SR 1SR E (1310225)

I went to Melbourne in Australia as a studying abroad. This chance was the first time to
study abroad for me, so I felt nervous at first. But we prepared a lot with my friends and
teacher. These preparation made me relieved.

My purpose of this program was to improve my English skill, especially, speaking skill.
But I learned a lot of other things.

My most beautiful memories in Australia are every dinner with my host family. My host
family members were host mother and grandmother. They were so kind to me. And
every evening, I enjoyed talking to them very much. They were from Germany. So my
host grandmother could speak only in German, and my host mother could speak both in
English and German. I am interested in languages, so I wanted to learn not only
English but also German. My host grandmother talked to me in German and my host
mother translated for me. I enjoyed talking in two languages. I learned some German
words, so I was trilingual! I was satisfied with that situation. As I learn new words, my
host mother praised me saying “you are smart cookie”. Smart cookie means very smart.
I loved these words like a slang. My host mother taught me a lot of slangs. By using
textbooks, I cannot learn real English. Through communication with people who live in
society using English, I got a lot of real way to speak.

During my stay, I experienced a lot of new feelings. I think that my decision to join this

program was the best choice. I feel great gratitude to my teacher who recommended to

join this program, and all people who were concerned with me especially my host family.
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Monash College 2014 [PPA Program & Consortium Program]
1230112 Yumi Sato

Sophomore of Food and Nutrition, Human Life and Environmental Science

This was my first experience to study abroad. I was very looking
forward to studying in Australia, but I also felt very nervous. Contrary to my
concern, however, I enjoyed the program and this stay became my best
memory.

For the first week, I attended the PPA program. We learned practical
techniques to work in Australia. This program was substantial and a little
hard to keep up with. But this program was very interesting and beneficial. I
learned how to write email and knew what my strength and opportunity
were. This program was only for Ochanomizu University students. We had
been good friends in Japan already but our friendship was promoted through
this program. From second week to fifth week, I went to the Clayton Campus
where the Consortium Program was held. In this program, I learned not only
English but also Australian culture. Attending students came from 6
different universities in Japan so I was a little nervous at first but also
enjoyed to make new friends. Classmates were all kind to me so we could
build a good friendship. We are keeping getting in touch with each other and
planning to get together again in Japan. My host mother was a really kind
woman. She made delicious meals for me and gave me enough amount of
food. She listened me carefully and guessed what I wanted to say. She talked
to me slowly and clearly so I could understand her easily. During my staying,
a new Chinese girl came to our home. I tried to talk to her and we became
friends. On weekends, I went to various sights with my friends. I tried to go
as many places as possible. This was very exciting for me.

At first, I decided to go to Monash College just in order to improve my
English skill. Even so, I learned communication skill rather than English
skill through these programs. I tried to be understood by my host mother and
now she is like my real mother. I attempted to make a lot of new friends
and now I have quite a few friends in Japan and Australia. I had a truly good

time with them. I want to go to Melbourne again.
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