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“Re-thanking on Previous Indebtedness” as a Thanking Strategy
of Japanese Language
—Compared with Chinese Language Discourse —

ICHIHARA Asuka

Abstract

Japanese express gratitude towards a benefactor not only the first time but also when they see him again
next time while showing previous indebtedness such as “Konoaida wa doumo”. According to a questionnaire
survey (Li, 2014), Japanese speakers use it more often than Chinese speakers do. How can the “re-thanking on
previous indebtedness” as a thanking strategy through interactions of conversations be explained?

This paper revealed the difference of two languages’ speech acts by discourse analysis of conversations
which derived from role-playing of university students who are familiar with each other. Consequently, on all
three situations of reunion after getting benefits, Japanese speakers express gratitude whereas Chinese speakers
do not use the illocutionary act of thanking at all. The speech act of thanking additionally has a variety of
aspects: what is expressed through previous indebtedness is not only giving gratitude but also receiving thanks.
That is, the benefactor produces the situation of mutually thanking. It is assumed that benefactor takes the
view of interlocutor and considers his obligation, being conscious of “minimizing the imbalance of debt-credit
equilibrium” (Ohashi, 2013).

[Keywords] Expressions of gratitude, Thanking Strategies, Contrastive Pragmatics, Discourse Analysis, Role-playing
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