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Usage of Inferring Clues by Chinese Learners of Japanese
when Encountering Unknown Japanese Kanji-words
—From the Viewpoint of Correspondence Relationship
between Japanese and Chinese, L2 Proficiency —

CUI Ping

Abstract

In this study, in order to clarify how Chinese learners of Japanese (CJL) infer unknown kanji-words, an inferring test

with four choices was used. Four choices were designed to show how CJL use inferring clues and the usage of word

clues and the usage of context clues were tested. The answers of CJL have been analyzed from the viewpoint of

correspondence relationship between Japanese and Chinese, L2 proficiency. The result showed that, regardless of L2

proficiency, when both word clues and context clues are available, CJL tend to integrate clues. A conspicuous tendency

to infer without using word clues has been observed in some synonym words and CJL of low L2 proficiency.

[Keywords] mean inferring, clues, the category of kanji-words, L2 proficiency
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