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The Influence of Japanese Mother’s Educational Values and
Expectations for their Children on their Rearing Attitude
— Focusing on the Mothers Who Live in Tokyo Metropolitan Areas —

MOON Gilyoung

Abstract
The first purpose of this study is to determine Japanese mothers’ expectations for their children, and child
rearing attitudes. The second purpose is to investigate the influence of educational values, expectations for the
children of Japanese mothers on their rearing attitude. A questionnaire survey was conducted of 96 mothers of
children in elementary school who live in Tokyo and its surrounding areas (Chiba and Saitama prefecture).

Resulting from the factor analyses on mothers’ expectations for their children, six factors were extracted:
“global tendency”, “fluent proficiency in English”, “excellent record”, “politeness”, “intercultural
communication” and “rich experience of playing”. In addition, as rearing attitudes, five factors were extracted:
“inconsistent rearing”, “receptive rearing”, “tolerance for freedom”, “control”, and “conformity”.

Resulting from multiple regression analysis on the influence of Japanese mother’s educational values and
expectations for their children on their rearing attitude, this study found that Japanese mother’s educational
values, expectations for the children are the factors that affect their child rearing attitude.

Particularly, it is suggested that rearing attitude affected by education values and expectations for their
children formed by the credentialism, the competition in the exam and increased awareness of the importance
of English proficiency should be reconsidered.

[Keywords] declining birth rates, competition in the exam, child rearing attitudes, educational values, expectations for the
children

(Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Ochanomizu University)
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