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Willingness to Support Community as a Consequence of Awareness Developed
by Japanese Study Abroad Students
— Focusing on the Sense of Community —

ABE Yuko

Abstract

This paper investigates types of awareness developed by study abroad students through the involvement in local
community activities, and the relationship between these types of awareness and transformation of the way students
perceive their local communities. The study uses the theoretical framework of “sense of community”. The data
regarding the study abroad experience was collected through semi-structured interviews with 12 students upon their
return to Japan after a year of study abroad. The outcome of qualitative analysis shows that students gained new
perception of their surrounding communities, of themselves, and of the support systems, as a result of their study abroad
experience. Also the experience changed their willingness to support local community activities after they return from
abroad. The sense of community grew within the university community, but not outside of the university. However,
there is a noticeable tendency toward positive community development even in the wider community.

[Keywords] Japanese university students, study abroad program, community involvement, sense of community, community
support
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