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Participation of Native Speakers and Non-Native Speakers at the Intermediate
-Level in Discussions: A Comparison with Speaker at the Advanced Level

KOMATSU Nana

Abstract

In this paper, the speech length and the speech functions of discussions by Japanese native speakers and non-native

speakers at the advanced level and the intermediate level were compared for the purpose of clarifying participation of

non-native speakers at the intermediate-level in discussions.

The results showed that the length of speech is similar between native speakers and non-native speakers at the advanced

level, while the length of speech of native speakers is longer than non-native speakers at the intermediate level. With regard

to the number of speech functions, the results showed that there is a tendency that native speakers use the information-

requesting function and non-native speakers both at the advanced level and the intermediate level use the information

providing function. Otherwise native speakers use function of agreement with partner's opinion more frequent than non-

native speakers at the intermediate level. From the conversation example, a situation was observed in which non-native

speakers at the intermediate level gave information and opinions unilaterally without considering their partner’s opinions.

From these results, the establishment of a conversation class for learners at the intermediate level is proposed.

[Keywords] discussion, speaker at the intermediate level, speaker at the advanced level, length of speech, speech function
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