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A Comparative Study of Chinese and Japanese Linguistic Behavior in the Closing
Section in Agreement Situation of Invitational Discourse
— Focusing on Two Situations with Different Burden Degrees —

HUANG Mingshu

Abstract
The aim of this article is to shed light on the linguistic behavior of Chinese Native Speakers (CNS) and Japanese

Native Speakers (JNS) with a focus on the closing section in the agreement situation of “Invitation” discourse. Two role

play situations with a different degree of burden were used in this research. Situation 1 is inviting friends for lunch at a

school cafeteria (low burden), and Situation 2 is inviting friends who are busy with a part-time job to go cherry picking

(high burden). The results of the semantic formula analysis show that, the frequency of the two semantic formulas in

Situation 1, “reference of a compensation” and “emphasis of friendship”, was significantly higher in CNS. However,

the semantic formulas “favorable response” and “gratitude”, were only marginally higher in JNS. As for Situation 2, the

frequency of “emphasis of friendship” was significantly higher in CNS, while JNS have a significantly higher frequency

of “gratitude” and “maintaining relationship .

[Keywords] “Invitation” Discourse, Closing Section, Semantic Formula, Linguistic Behavior, Burden Degrees, Role Play
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