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Meanings of Hon-classifiers for Korean learners of Japanese language
— A comparison with native Japanese speakers —

KIM Suhye

Abstract

This tesearch aims to explore different meanings of the classifier ‘Hon’ conceived by Japanese learners. Moreover,
it also aims to find the difference in conception of the classifier ‘Hon’ between Korean Japanese-leamers and native
Japanese and conducted an analytical investigation accordingly. As a result, it was kmown that there is a difference in
their usage of the classifier ‘Hon." Specifically, native Japanese speakers have a prototype of the classifier centered
around the image of ‘long and thin’ objects and can use it categorically, for example, in counting objects physically and
abstractively. But in the case of Japanese-leamers, they have the tendency of categorizing the classifier only in terms of
physicality, and do not possess a holistic range of meanings compared to the natives.

[Keywords] classifiers/countets, polysemy, semantic structures, prototype
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