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The effect of the quality of graphic organizers on expository text
comprehension
—The case of intermediate level and advanced level learners of Japanese—

TAGAWA Mao

Abstract

This study investigated what kind of graphic organizers facilitate comprehension, A total of 36 Chinese
Japanese language learners, 18 intermediate-level and 18 advanced-level, participated in this study. The
participants were required to read an expository text and to construct graphic organizers. After this activity, a
recall test was conducted. The recall test was analyzed in terms of comprehension of the main ideas,
comprehension of the support ideas, distinction between main ideas and support ideas and inference generation.
The results indicated that, regardless of the reading comprehension ability, making a causal connection
between main ideas enhanced the comprehension of main ideas and the distinction between tnain ideas and
support ideas. Finally, the constructing of graphic organizers which promote comprehension was discussed.

[Keywards] graphic organizers, cavsation of main ideas, L2 reading comprehension ability, expository texts, Chinese
Japanese language learners
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