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The perception and the process of decision making of community involvement
participation of international students in Japan

ABE Yuko

Abstract

This paper investigates the relationship between the level of original interest in local community
involvement and the factors involved in making decisions to engage. continue or discontinue such involvement
among study abroad students in Japan. It is addresses the issue of the evaluation of social environment and the
experience of being involved on students’ decisions. Data for the analysis were collected through half-
structured interviews with 26 international students in Akita. Japan. The outcomes of the qualitative analysis
refer to these four categories: 1) high interest - continuing, 2) middle interest - continuing, 3) middle interest -
discontinuing 4) low interests — discontinuing. Category 1) and 2) students perceive their social environment
and experience of the local community involvement positively and continue the community involvement
activities. Category 3) students perceive them negatively and discontinue the community involvement
activities, and although some Category 4) students perceive their experience positively, they discontinue said
activities. The paper includes analysis of students’ positive transformations under influence of community
involvement.

[Keywords] community involvement, community exchange activities, study abroad students, transformation of perception
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