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The Potential of Designing a JSL Teacher Training Program Based upon the
Ecology of Language: Analysis of Reflections by the Coordinators

SUZUKI Toshiko * THOMPSON (Hirano) Mieko * BANG Hyeonhee *+ CHANG Yusan * LIU Na

Abstract

This paper reports a new teacher training program for Japanese as a second language (hereafter JSL)
based upon the ecology of language. This program is aimed at enabling participants. including the five
coordinators, to develop awareness of JSL teachers as companions of learners. who think about how they can
live symbiotically with their learners in the world. In addition to views of ‘education” and ‘research’, which
have been pursued by most JSL teacher training programs. this program added the concept of “world™ and
encouraged the participants to associate themselves with those three aspects through dialogues with their peers.
The reflections made by the coordinators during the approximately three-month program were analyzed by the
coordinators themselves. The result showed that 1) proactive self-awareness and 2) their own perspectives
appeared in all their reflections. The coordinators further reflected on this result and verbalized criteria for
their future actions and behaviors. Their criteria revealed their own way of attempting to become ideal JSL
teachers as companions of learners. and their intention to tackle their own issues and valuing networking with
others. It is suggested that the coordinators obtained those criteria by positively accepting themselves as JSL

teachers, associating themselves with the world in which they are living, and exchanging ideas with their peers.

[Keywords] Japanese language education for sustainability. teacher as a companion of learners, world and self,
collaboration, dialogue
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