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The Potential of a JSL Program:
For Promoting a Sustainable Multilingual and Multi-cultural Society

HANBARA Yoshiko

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to explore what a female Japanese non-native participant learned, in terms of her

cognition and thoughts, through a JSL program oriented to multicultural symbiosis.

In other words, it

examines how her psychological domain is maintained, integrating new information obtained in Japanese (L2)

with knowledge, experience, and values gained in her mother tongue (L1), in class.
native and non-native participants in class were analyzed.
she actively recognized the society and world where she lives.
associated the meanings with her own life and personal situation.
These results imply that this JSL program has the potential to

problems in society and the world as her own.

maintain non-native speakers’ psychological domains.

Interactions among
The results indicate a three stage process. First,
Second, she acquired vocabulary and
Third, she developed a mindset to face

[Keywords] Japanese language education for sustainability, dialogic problem-posed learning, intralingual

symbiosis and interlingual symbiosis
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