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Analysis of Awareness of Returnee Students about ‘Returnee Class’
With Focus on the Difference Due to Reception Formation

OKAMURA Ikuko

Abstract

Returnees, children who return to Japan after living abroad, face the problem of reassimilation into Japanese
schools, and Japanese schools face difficulties in finding the best methods of accommodating these students. The present
study investigates the effects and problems of special classes for returnees, and returnees’ attitudes towards them, and
makes suggestions for improvement. Based on questionnaire results of 387 junior high school returnees, a quantitative
and qualitative analysis was made of three types of returnee classes. Study 1 contains a statistical analysis of the degree
of returnees’ acceptance of 1) returnee-only classes, 2) mixed classes, and 3) step-by-step mixed classes. The analysis
suggests that returnees have a more positive attitude towards returnee-only classes and a more negative attitude towards
mixed classes. Study 2 analyzed the attitudes of returnees towards returnee-only classes and mixed classes through free
description. Some students in returnee-only classes reported that they could “behave naturally as a returnee™ and had
“mutual respect of each other’s characters and views” in a “pleasant and easy-going atmosphere”, while they
complained about a “closed world”, “looseness”, “negative comments of classmates™, and “poor contents in their
studies.” Returnees in mixed classes reported that they made an effort to hide their foreign experiences and adjust
themselves to Japanese practices and requirements, while suffering from “difficulty in self-adjustment,” the “high level

of classes,” and “too many classmates.”

[Keywords] the education of returnee students, reception formation of returnee students, returnee classes,
the hidden curriculum
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