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The Potential of Japanese Language Education for Sustainability:

A JFL Writing Course in China
LIU Na

Abstract

This paper explores the potential of a JFL writing course in China based on the concept of Japanese language
education for sustainability, which emphasizes the relationship between students and society and enables students to
develop thinking skills while at the same time developing Japanese language competence in reading, writing, listening,
and speaking. The students in the writing course wrote essays after reading various materials related to their own lives
and then discussing them with their peers. The first drafts were examined through peer response activities and then
revised based on the feedback obtained during the activities. Fourteen students were given interviews after the course; the
data was analyzed by they Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA). The results show that the students completed
their first drafts after they deepened their understanding of the topics, making the best use of their first and second
languages in their psychological domain. Moreover, the peer response activities were effective for activating their
language use in their social domains. The language use in their social domains further spread from the classroom to
outside of the classroom.

[Keywords] Japanese Language Education for Sustainability, peer response, the psychological domain, the social domain
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