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The Nature of Opinion Discourse of Non-native Speaker on Discussions:
Focusing on History of Learning and Usage, Environment of Usage

KOMATSU Nana

Abstract

In this paper, an analysis of the characteristics of the responses of speakers, who have long history of learning and
usage of Japanese and belong to the university or the graduate school, when expressing their opinions in discussions
with native Japanese speakers was conducted with regard to speech structures and speech functions. With regard to
speech structures, the results showed that, contrary to the findings of previous research, there wasn’t a tendency to state
lengthy opinions based on complicated cause and effect relationships but a tendency to express opinions concisely. With
regard to speech functions, the results showed that, before stating their main assertions, they explain the background of
the issue or other points necessary to accurately express their opinion. The results also showed that, after stating their
main assertions, the subjects either clarified their assertions or provided supplementary explanations.

These results suggest that non-native speakers, who have long history of learning and usage and are in academic
environment, have the ability to comprehend the context of discussions and create brief opportunities for speech to
effectively express their opinions.

[Keywords] discussion, history of learning and usage, statements of opinion, speech structure, speech function
(Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Ochanomizu University)
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