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A sample survey of the meaning and usage of verbs in seminar utterances
— Focusing on the usages in collocations with field-specific nouns —

SHAN Na * YAMAGUCHI Maki * SUGAYA Yuko + FURUICHI Yumiko + MURATA Akiko

Abstract

This study is an integral part of our efforts to build a “Spoken Japanese Corpus of Science and
Engineering” to provide Japanese language support for international engineering and science students and
researchers. This paper defines verbs observed in a high frequency in seminar utterances and commonly used
in four fields of engineering as “common verbs.” and gives the results of a semantic categorization. The paper
also defines nouns collocated with the common verbs and observed in a specific field as “field-specific nouns.”
and examines the usage of collocations between the common verbs and the field-specific nouns in seminar
utterances, and analyzes the meanings of verbs according to their usages. The results show that while many of
the field-specific nouns are monosemic, most of the common verbs are polysemic. and those polysemic usages
present a difference from the usages in commercially available beginning-level Japanese teaching materials.
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