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The effects of integrated searching main idea and structure on expository text
comprehension
— Learners of Japanese in middle level —
TAGAWA Mao

Abstract

This study investigated the effect of main idea searching and structure searching, on the understanding of
expository texts. Total 68 of students served as subjects. who study Japanese language in middle level. The subjects
were assigned to one of 4 groups. 1) main idea searching group, 2) structure searching group, 3) structure and main idea
searching group. 4) control group. Recall test ware performed to each groups by using causation of expository texts to
study the level of main idea recall, superordinate idea recall. idea unit connection. The test result showed that recall level
of main idea of 3) structure and main idea searching group was better than that of 2) structure searching group and 4)
control group. While there was no differences regarding superordinate idea recall. Recall level of idea unit connection of
3) structure and main idea searching group was better than that of other groups. This finding suggests that it is not easy
for Japanese Learners in middle level to recall superordinate idea. However structure and main idea searching enhances
understanding of main idea and main idea unit connection.

[Keywords] structure searching, main idea searching, text structure, causation of expository text
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