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A study of Manga module promoting learner autonomy: A case of Japanese
conversation class at a university in Taiwan

KIHARA Naoko

Abstract

It is important for foreign language learners, whose environment does not require to use its foreign
language in their daily life, to be autonomy in order to acquire its foreign language. Since 1980’s, the concept
of autonomy has received the attention in the foreign language education field; however, few action research
related to promote learner autonomy has been reported. This paper is an action research in which the author
designed the activity with manga intended to promote learner autonomy, implemented its activity in the
Japanese conversation classes opened for the junior level students of Japanese major, collected data from
various angles, and analyzed its data. In addition, the author proposed the concept of instructional module
management as a method of managing instructional units by combining instructional method as well as
materials, which are not in textbook, and conducted its action research based on its concept. As a result, it
turned out to be clear that the instructor’s attempt to promote learner autonomy in class resulted in its most
learners’ behaviors’ change outside of the class in the learners’ cognition level. In addition, this paper reveals
the significance of letting learners’ to think over the effective learning method post to stimulate their
metacognition. Even in the constraint such as limited implementation time, the potential of fostering learners’
Furthermore, managing instructional
module consciously led to the shorter time of preparing class, accumulation of instructional knowledge, and

autonomy was successfully revealed in the learners’ cognition level.
effective lesson.

[Keywords] learner autonomy, Japanese conversation class, instructional module, manga, Taiwanese majoring Japanese
language
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