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On the Characteristics of Narrative Codas
in Contact and Internal Situations

SASAKI Yasuko

Abstract

In this paper 1 analyze the characteristics of the contact situation by comparing narrative codas created in the

contact situation with those created in the internal situation.

The results show that there are three classifications of coda. The first is the “chain pattern,” which begins with
an assesstnent or an evaluative aizichi followed by several sequences of utterance; the second is the “non chain pattern,”
which has un assessment or an evaluative aizuchi followed by no sequence of utterance; the third is the "null patiern,”

which has no coda.

The coda of internal situations tends to become long and contains several assessment and evaluative aizuchi
sequences. Thus, the interfocutors in the internal situation can recognize the atmosphere and systematically bring the

conversatlion to a noticeable apex or climax.

On the contrary, the coda of contact situations tends to become short or even leads to no sequences of
utterance, Henee, 1 conclude that the interaction in contact situations is more focused on content than on empathy-

building.

[K.cy\\'nrds} contact situation,  internal situntion, narrative, coda, assessment, sequences of conversation
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