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How South Korean Elementary, Junior High School, Senior High School and
University Students’ Perceptions of Japan are Formed:
In Relation to Interests and Knowledge of Japan

KAGAMI Tomiyo - PAK Jisun * MORIYA Tomomi - IWAI Asano

Abstract
The objective of this study is to investigate Korean young people’s images of Japan using quantitative method and
contribute mutual understanding between Japan and Korea. Respondents of this research are 430 elementary school,
junior high school, senior high school and university students living in province area in South Korea in September 2006
and date were analyzed from the point of relation among images, interest and knowledge of Japan. There were between

104-113 respondents from each of the four groups.

Their lmages of Japan are advanced country, preserving public order and collective culture. Meanwhile, they feel
strength of Japan and less familiarity and reliability. This tendency is more remarkable for junior high and senior high
school students. In relation to interests in Japan, students who are interested in active people exchange and Japanese
culture tend to have more familiar and relinble images. In relation to knowledge of Japan, students having general
knowledge of Japan tend to have collective, advanced, strong image and not to have familiar and reliable images. On the
other hand, students having knowledge based on personal interest have familiar and reliable images and those
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knowledge seem to weaken strong images.
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