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How do L2 learners of Japanese acquire
‘outer-relationship’ noun-modifying constructions?

OZEK! Hiromi

Abslract

This paper analyzes the use of Japanese noun-modifying clauses by second language learners focusing on
“outer-relationship” constructions. OPI interviews of 90 learners of Japunese whose L1s are English, Korcan,
and Chinese were analyzed, and were compared with those of Japanese native speakers. The resulls show that
(1) learners start to use “outer-relationship” constructions of two types at the carly stages, onc being the
construction in which a highly clausal modifier is attached to a head noun, the other being the construction
with phrasal or lexical modifier, (2) type frequency of head nouns that learners used are lower than that of
Japanese native speakers, expect for Chinese nalive speakers, and (3) advanced learners mostly use foin
‘appositive that’ in the similar way as Japanese native speakers, although the rules for when to use foin is very

complex. Based on these resulis, it is suggested that

“outer-relationship™ constructions are not developed

creatively with systematic rules but develop from memorized exemplars (N. Ellis, 2003).

[Keywords] Second language acquisition,

noun-modifying clause,

outer-relationship,  roiu
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