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Discourse Analysis of the Discussions of Essays
Written by First Year University Students

OSHIMA Yayoi

Abstract

With a view to providing international students with guides for academic writing, discourses of the
discussions in thirteen essays written by native Japanese students in a first year academic wriling course in u
university were analyzed with the moves and steps included. The moves “focusing,” “fact description,”

LETY ?

“quotation,” “evaluative description,’

and “inference/interpretation”

appeared in the essays were compared

with those of academic articles in social science. The differences among wrilers were also examined. Each
essay was characteristic in the way of quotations, and in the range of cohesions supported by “fecusing,”

“evaluative description,” and “inference/interpretation.”

These findings revealed that adequate skill training to

express author’s evaluation should be incorporated into the instructions for academic wriling.

[ Keywords] academic writing, essay wriling , first year experience, genre analysis,
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