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The Image of the Japanese among Chinese Leamners of the Japanese Language:
With a Focus on Its Connections with the Japanese Learning Motivation

XIA Suyan

Abstract

This study aims to explore the image of Japanese people held by leamers of the Japanese language in Mainland China
and its relevance to their motivation of learning Japanese by carrying out studies in the form of questionnaires to those people.

LI

The result of the factor analysis shows that the image of the Japanese consists of six factors: “openness”, “‘congeniality”,

“diligence”, “tolerance”, “advancement” and “intimacy of interpersonal relationships”.
characterized by seven factors, namely “understanding the Japanese cultures”,

in the Japanese language”, “admiration of Japan ”, “

study and work in Japan”,

The Japanese learning motivation is

AL

improving their Japanese language”,

LLTY

practical purpose” and “having links with

LT

mflerest

Japan-related people”. Among the seven factors, “admiration of Japan” and “having links with Japan-related people™ arc the
two leading factors that help improve the image of Japanese people among Chinese learners of the Japanese language.

[Keywords] China, leamers of Japarese as a specially, image of the Japancse people, Japanese leaming motivation

(Comparative Studies of Societies and Cultures, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)
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