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The practical lesson of ‘Aizuchi’ to JFL students
— Active learning through the peer activity —

FUKUTOMI Rie, KOMATSU Nana

Abstract

This report introduces the practical lesson of *Aizuchi’ (Japanese back-channel) to JFL students of a university in
Korea. JFL students” ability as a listener is usually insufficient as the chances for them to participate in n conversation
are limited. Thus in this lesson, to improve their ability as a listener the use of *Aizuchi’ is instrueted. In order 1o let them
think actively about why ‘Aizuchi’ is necessary in a conversation, a peer activity such as having discussion among
themselves is adopted. The recorded conversations and the questionnaire taken after the lesson are then analyzed.
From the recorded conversations, the process of how the students share each other understanding are observed,
and it also can be seen that from peer activity the student’s grasp on the significance of *Aizuchi’ in
conversation is deepened. Also, the results from the questionnaire show that the methad of such lesson is very
well received and the students felt ‘Aizuchi' is necessary. It can be concluded that the active learning of
‘Aizuchi’ through peer activity is effective for JFL students.

[Keywords] JFL, lcsson of Aizuchi, peeractivity, active learning
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