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The Acquisition of Demonstratives in Japanese by Chinese-speaking learners
— A Study in the Framework of Unifying Deixis and Anaphora —

SHAN Na

Abstract

In previous studies on the acquisition of Japanese demonstratives ko, so and a, the basic functions of
demonstratives have not been sufficiently discussed nor have the developmental findings of Japanese demonstratives
been sufficiently applied. Focusing on unsolved problems and using a framework of unifying deixis and anaphora
determine (Morizuka 2002), this study investigated how Japanese demonstratives usage is understood by Chinese-
speaking learners through a muitiple-choice test. The results were compared with developmental findings of Japanese
native speakers. The study found that the difficulty of understanding the contexts in which demonstratives can be used
affects their acquisition, and that learner proficiency level influences the understanding of those contexts. It also
revealed the possibility that leaner errors in determining the choice of demonstratives in complicated contexts are
partially due to differences in learner selection of the priority function from that of native speakers.
anaphora, the priority function

[Keywords] deixis, context,
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