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Current Situation of Usage of Writing Models in Writing Assignments among
International Graduate School Students

MIYAZAKI Nanako

Abstract

The present study investigates and analyzes the implementation process of writing assignments produced by
international graduate school students studying Arts using a qualitative approach. The analysis concerns the
management process of the writing assignment implementation process of 10 subjects primarily on the basis of learning
diaries (1 semester) belonging to these subjects and interviews based on those diaries. Materials distributed in class,
drafts and final copies of writing assignments produced by the subjects, observation memos on class participation, and
data on interviews conducted to their teacher were also collected for this purpose. This study discusses the adjustment
mechanism in the use of writing models out of all varied adjustments made in the management process. Adjustments
were made to determine the themes of the writing assignments, materials for analyses, content, and structure, where
such adjustments were deemed effective for international students with limited experience in producing written
assignments. On the other hand, there were cases in which deterioration in the quality of writing assignments was
observed, possibly due to a casual use of the model. This was considered to compromise the subjects’ judgment to take
into account the objectives of the assignment and the readers’ requirements.

[Keywords] International students, Writing production process, Academic interaction, Adjustment action, Writing models
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