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The Symmetrical and Asymmetrical Features of Participation in
Free-conversations between Foreign students and Japanese students

IWATA Natsuho

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore how symmetrical and asymmetrical features of participation in a
native speaker and a nonnative speaker of Japanese are jointly constructed. The data of dyadic free-
conversations in Japanese by five pairs, consisting of one foreign student (middle-level Japanese learner) and
one Japanese university student respectively, are quantitatively analyzed using a coding system known as
Initiative-response analysis based on the local turn sequence. The data is then analyzed qualitatively by focusing
on conversational topic development to explore how the aspects of participation are constructed.

The combinations of turn-distribution types reveal both symmetrical participation and asymmetrical feature of
participation. This results show that the symmetrical and asymmetrical feature of participation is not subject to the
difference of language competence of participants but how the information which becomes resource of developing the

talk is supplied by both participants.

[Keywords] free-conversation, contact-situation, foreign students and Japanese university students, symmetrical and

asymmetrical feature of participation, Initiative-Response analysis
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