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A relational analysis of a child who has a diverse background and
his participation in class lessons
— with a focus on construction of relationships through language —

OZEKI Fumi

Abstract

Recently, cross border movement of people has become more common, resulting in an increased number of people
with diverse backgrounds. Consequently, the number of children with diverse languages and cultures has grown as well.
Sometimes this can cause problems. Many schoolteachers have pointed out that these children often have difficulties
participating in class. In this study I try to clarify one way these children can successfully participate in class.
Specifically, I observed the participatory behavior of one returnee student named “Kenji”. I observed how he gradually
began to participate in class by constructing relationships with his classmates through language. First, I analyze the
changing process of Kenji’s class participation by observing a change in the amount of classroom interaction. Then I
analyze how he constructs relationships among his peers together with his class participation by observing a change in
the quality and content of interaction. The results show that Kenji’s class participation gradually became full
participation. And, it becomes clear that Kenji's active participation and the construction of relationships with his
classmates through language have an influence on Kenji’s participation.

[Keywords] children from diverse backgrounds,
peer interaction

relational analysis,

relationships, participation in class lessons,
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