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The connection between perception of lengthened Japanese mora /N/ and
personal experiences
—The listeners in Kinki area and those in Tokyo and its surrounding area—

YAMAGISHI Tomoko

Abstract
In foreigners’ speaking Japanese, it is said the duration of Japanese mora /N/ is shortened or lengthened unnaturally. 1
researched Japanese people’s perception of lengthened Japanese mora /N/ by using twenty three words. In total, the words
that the listeners in Tokyo and its surrounding area felt unnatural were larger in number compared to those that the listeners
in Kinki area did so, but some lengthened Japanese mora /N/ in twenty three words were felt natural for participants in this
research. Then the results of this research indicated that personal experiences of hearing or saying lengthened Japanese
mora/N/ influenced perception of it.

[Keywords] lengthened Japanese mora /N/, perception, experience, Kinkiarea, Tokyo and its surrounding area
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