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Discussions between NS and NNS Student-teachers in a Practicum Oriented to
Multi-Cultural Coexistence: Their Teacher Community Development

HIRANO Mieko

Abstract
This paper reports on a longitudinal analysis of discussion patterns among NS and NNS student-teachers who

participated in a practicum oriented to multicultural coexistence.

The discussions during the 3-month preparation for

the practicum were examined in order to grasp the process of their teacher community development.
As a result, three discussion patterns were observed: 1) information transmitting, 2) idea brainstorming, and 3)

integrative patterns.

The information transmitting and the idea brainstorming patterns appeared mainly at the

beginning of the preparation, which enabled the student-teachers to become interdependent and build rapport. The

integrative patterns were then observed toward the end of the preparation.

In the integrative patterns, disagreement

triggered the unification of utterances, which made decision-making collaborative.

In conclusion, the information transmitting and the idea brainstorming patterns reflect how, in the process of creating
their own teacher community, the student-teachers built mutual respect and trust as educational resources. It is
supposed that their mutual respect and trust enabled them to conduct collaborative decision making, which is essential to

realize co-existence in a multicultural society.

[ Keywords ] Teacher Community, diversity of teachers, collaborative decision-making, interdependence,

organizational patterns of interaction
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