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Process of Writing Essay in a First Year Academic Writing Course

OSHIMA Yayoi

Abstract

This study examined the process of writing an essay in a first year academic writing course in a Japanese
university. Surveys using questionnaires after the course showed that students enjoyed collaborative activities
in this writing course, found difficulties in the process of writing essays and making oral presentations, and
motivated themselves to learn more about academic writing. Surveys also showed that how students
recognized each steps of the writing process and how differently several types of students carried out the tasks.
This paper also discusses pedagogical implications of designing a course to support students’ writing in an

introductive academic setting.
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