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How do JSL textbooks for the intermediate learners provide instructions to
improve their reading ability?
—Analysis of learning items and instructions related to coherence—

ISHII Reiko - TANAKA Wakako

Abstract

This study investigated four textbooks for intermediate level learners of the Japanese language which aim to
cultivate learners’ reading ability about instructions and exercises; the textbooks’ learning items for reading
comprehension, the learning instructions and exercises, and the extended drill and practice including extensive reading.
The focus of this study was concentrated on the cultivation of the ability to grasp text coherence by both top-down
processing which uses the knowledge about text structures, and bottom-up processing which makes meaningful relations
among information in a text. As a result of the analysis, it was shown that these textbooks teach the knowledge and skills
concerning with coherence grasping and have learners practice using these knowledge and skills through various tasks.
The issues that have to be clarified are how to carefully select and arrange the learning items, and how for the learners to
become the readers who are able to utilize the knowledge and skills by themselves.

[Keywords] grasping coherence, learning items for improving reading ability, reading task
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