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Extra-linguistic determinants of linguistic variation frequencies of
Japanese learners
—the case of the ‘ra-nuki’ potential form(innovative potential forms)—

SHIN Sojung

Abstract

This study examines the case of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs (innovative potential forms) as an example of language variations
spreading steadily in conversational speech among native Japanese speakers. A comparison of the rate of use of
‘ra-nuki’ verbs by Japanese learners(i.e. learners of Japanese as a second vs. foreign language) in informal situations is
conducted. In addition, it is conducted to see how the following four extra-language factors influence the rate of use: 1)
how long the Japanese learner has studied the language (3 years or less/3-5 years/S years or more), 2) length of stay in
Japan (none/less than 1 year/1-3 years/3 years or more), 3) native language (Chinese/Korean), and 4) learning
environment (in the second language -- i.. in Japanese/in a foreign language). The study then clarifies what language
context facilitates the learning of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs.

The usage rate of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs follow this sequence: native speakers > learners of Japanese as a second language
> learners of Japanese as a foreign language. Lengths of learners’ residence in Japan does not have a significant
influence on their ‘ra-nuki’ usage rate, but the Japanese learner’s length of learning the language, the language study
environments, and the native languages are strongly related to the ‘ra-nuki’ form use. Generally, a long-time learner
tended to use ‘ra-nuki’ forms more often, to gradually assimilate native speakers’ performance.
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