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Difficulties in Teaching Japanese Language in the Middle East
— Teachers’ opinions at the regional seminar —

OGUMA Rie

Abstract

This paper reports the situation and problems of teaching Japanese in the Middle East region, where only little
information has been given so far. It reports the contents of the ‘Middle East Japanese education seminar’, which
Japanese teachers in the Middle East attended and discussed over the theme of “difficulties in teaching Japanese in the
Middle East’ in.

There mentioned 26 kinds of difficulties in the seminar. By categorizing these 26 problems, it revealed that
‘leamner related’ and ‘teacher related’ problems are the most common noticed in the Middle East, which disagrees with
the results of the report “Current Report on Japanese-Language Education around the Globe™ (2006).

Besides, the matters related to religion and politics were often mentioned, which are considered as specific
features of the Middle East.  The religion, Islam, gives much influence to the thoughts and the custems of the people in
the region and it also influences the Japanese learning, such as their learning style, motivation, activities in the class, etc.
For the effective teaching abroad, it is important for the teachers to have good knowledge of the culture and conditions
of the region, and to build a network which makes it easier to exchange information.

[Keywords] teaching Japanese language in foreign countries, problems in the Middle East, understanding regional
cultures, regional seminar for teachers of Japanese language, network building in the region
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