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To investigate the need for a Foreign Language Department at NUS

This questionnaire is to investigate the situation regarding foreign language education at NUS. As foreign language

lecturers, we are interested in discovering whether or not there is a need to provide foreign language tuition (apart from

English) at the University.

Your opinion

1. What need is there for a foreign language department at NUS?

2. What are the benefits of studying a foreign language (or foreign languages)?

3. How do you think that studying a second foreign language (or foreign languages) influences your studies of the



English language?

4. Can you think of any way knowledge of a foreign language might improve your career options?

o

If you know of any scholarships available to students who understand and speak Japanese, French or Chinese,
describe them below.

Why should universities provide the opportunity for students to study foreign languages?

Why do so few students study a foreign language at present?

If you are a foundation student, would you like the option of a foreign language added to your programme?

©° ® N o

Please add any comments you think are relevant to this topic.
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For students planning to do a BA (English)

From 2007 you will be required to pass 24 subjects to qualify for a BA(English)

Question: If it was compulsory for you take ONE subject in a Foreign Language (Japanese, Chinese OR French), would
you be happy to doso? YES NO If no, why not?

Learning another language will broaden your understanding and appreciation of English. It could also be advantageous to

you in the future when looking for work or opportunities for further studies overseas.

FAEAR  (2006.2)
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Challenges for the Japanese language education in Samoa

ICHIBAYASHI Kumiko

Abstract
The Japanese language in Samoa is taught both as an academic course and in response to community needs.
Community needs include Japanese language for the tourism industry and a Japanese course for children. Presently
there are very few students of Japanese language. Luck of publicity has been identified as one reason for the small

numbers. ‘Japan Days’ might help increase the numbers. However revision of the credit system so that foreign
languages become compulsory rather than elective courses would certainly increase the numbers.

[Keywords] Samoa, the credit system, Japanese for Tourism, Japanese for children, Japan Days

(Department of English and Foreign Languages, National University of Samoa)



