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Language consciousness of linguistic variation
—The case of the ‘ra-nuki’ potential form (innovative potential forms)—

SHIN Sojung

Abstract
This study examines the case of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs (innovative potential forms) as an example of language
variations spreading steadily in conversational speech among native Japanese speakers. Appraisal and attitude of

acceptance of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs among different speaker groups (i.c., native Japanese speakers, learners of Japanese as a

second vs. foreign language) are compared.

(1) A difference was discovered between the two groups in a comparison of their appraisal of the widely used ‘ra-nuki’
verb ‘okiru’ and the infrequently used ‘sodateru’. Specifically, ‘okireru’ (the ‘ra-nuki’ form of ‘okiru’ ) was
more highly regarded than ‘sodatereru’ (the ‘ra-nuki’ form of ‘sodateru’ )

(2) The frequency of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs use depends on the situation, the addressee and the verb.

(3) It was observed that learners of Japanese in a foreign language environment have a stronger motivation than their
counterpart second language learners to have ‘ra-nuki’ forms taught in the classroom. Among those, such needs were
even greater for the group of learners who had prior experience in learning Japanese in a second-language setting.

(4) Learners of Japanese in a second language setting had a higher regard than did native Japanese speakers for the
linguistic variations prevalent among native speakers.

(5) The comparison of Japanese learners’ appraisal and attitude of acceptance of linguistic variation did not indicate a
signiticant difference according to the learners’ native language.

(6) The results suggest that differences in learning environment affect the appraisal and attitude of acceptance of
Japanese learners.

[Keywords] appraisal, attitude of acceptance, learning environment, native language, acquisition needs
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