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The Use of Information from Background Reading Texts in the Writing of
Learners of Japanese: A Comparison between Proficient and Less-Proficient
Readers in Selection of Content

HACHIWAKA Sumiko

Abstract

The study examines how proficient and less-proficient readers select content from multiple background sources and
include it in their respective writing in Japanese.

44 leamers of intermediate-level Japanese read three source texts and wrote reports on these texts. The two groups
were compared for the difference in selecting content on the basis of intertextual importance and placement in the
textual hierarchies. The sorts of selected content were also compared between the groups.

The results demonstrate the following similarities and differences between the groups.

1. Proficient readers selected significantly more content repeated across three texts, while no significant
difference was found in selection based on placement of the textual hierarchies.

2. No significant difference was found in the sorts of selected content.

3. Both groups were influenced by the task in selecting content.

[Keywords] background reading, reading ability, selection of content, hierarchical placement of importance,
intertextual importance
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