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An Examination of the Effect of
Different Communication Types on “Foreigner Talk”

TOKUNAGA Akane

Abstract

Although ‘foreigner talk' was examined and classified by Ferguson (1971), as one of the many registers used by a
native speaker, the types of communication which were analyzed were basically limited to ‘'face to face'
communication i.e. talking. However, with the development of technology, the way people communicate has also
changed. We have moved beyond Ferguson's original research parameters. ‘

In this article, I will examine Japanese foreigner tatk as it occurs in email and in 'face to face' communication. In
doing this I will examine the differences between these two types of communication. Finally, I will discuss a few of
the differences / phenomenon which occur in Foreigner Talk depending on the type of communication used. This
discussion, 1 believe, will lead to the conclusion that we need to develop a research framework which considers a

number of different communication types.
[Keywords] foreigner talk, Japanese native speaker, communication types, face to face, e-mail
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