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A Contrastive Analysis of the conversation style
— In the Case of the Request Conversation in Japanese and Chinese —

ZHANG Ying

Abstract

This research explored the conversation patterns of a request in both Japanese and Chinese, and analyzed
the mutual behavior from the point of view of both the requester and one receiving the request. The result was
that a “warning utterance” tends to appear in both Japanese and Chinese conversation in some situations. It
was also found that Japanese conversation could be categorized as “provide the information first and then
request” type, while Chinese conversation was “request the information and if other person can do it then
request” type. In the case of Japanese, the requester only provides information about the request, and expects
the other person to offer their help whereby the requester can avoid making a direct request. On the other hand,
it appears that Chinese first ask if the other person has ability to accomplish the request, and then decide
whether they should make a request. Moreover, it was found that Japanese conversation evolves by keeping
a separation between the requester and other person, while in Chinese conversation the requester actively tries
to lessen the mental burden or stress the other person might shoulder.

[Keywords] conversation patterns of a request, warning utterance, pre-sequence, request
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