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Reading Process through Reciprocal Peer-Tutoring
— A Case Study of the same mother tongue learners —

TAKASAKI Michiyo

Abstract

Reciprocal Peer-Tutoring (RPT) is currently being adapted in some educational fields. Pertinent thereto, in
reading comprehension of Japanese language learning, RPT is said to help the learners to be more active. However, the
“how” and “why” learners are motivated by RPT, remains to be proven.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the elements/characteristics of interaction between two learners in RPT
setting; and, the strategies that learners use. The data to be discussed were the transcript analysis of RPT interaction
and questionnaire survey.

As a result, the findings were - 1) the initiative of interaction transfers from one to the other; 2) the tag
questions used by learners in their discussions were effective in initiating the peer to speak out; 3) the learners were able
to choose the strategies suited for RPT, thereby, using them accordingly; and 4) the discussions were active — peer
learners were convincing each other.

In view of the above, subsequent examinations to obtain “samples of the RPT interaction” may be
emphasized - to enable learners, as well as teachers, to take RPT more efficiently and confidently.

[Keywords] reciprocal peer tutoring, reading comprehension, learner, interaction
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