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FTHRAnD 2 BFRER I H BT

'A Longitudinal Study on the Acquisition of the Japanese Imperfective
Aspect Marker -tei ru- by novice learners
- A case of Marathi and Telugu speakers -

SUGAYA Natsue

This study investigated the acquisition of multiple meanings of the Japanese imperfective
aspect marker —fe i ru. Using longitudinal interview corpus from two instructed learners (L1
Marathi and Telugu), I examined the Sheu’s (2000) acquisition model, which is based on the
cross-sectional data. The results from the analysis, which were descriptive in nature, were
generally consistent with Sheu’s finding. Both learners used the progressive earlier than other
meanings, and the correct use of the perfect was not found throughout the observation period.
On the other hand, simple state (= changeability), which was considered as relatively easy in
the Sheu’s study, showed lower productivity than habitual. It is suggested that further
investigation should address the issue on the productivity of -te i ru.

(Seigakuin University)
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