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The Native Language Abilities and Maintenance Method At Home
- Focus on Korean Children in Japanese Elementary School -

JOO Hyun-Sook

This dissertation explores not only how much Korean families, which have elementary
students, have made efforts to help their children to keep native Korean language but also the
kinds of efforts they have adopted and which ones have been the most effective.

Among the variety of efforts to help children to learn Korean language, the dissertation
deals with five efforts. They are stated as follows: keeping children using their native language
at home; parents’ reading books to their children and children’s reading books; children’s
exposure to the mass media; native language learning programs; educational programs
supplemented with study books written in Korean native language.

In the period of the pre-elementary school, the analysis of the dissertation proves it is the
most effective when parents and children keep using their native language even after the
children have entered an infant school or a pre-school and the parents have read books to their
children in their native language, and they have insisted their children finish reading Korean
alphabet before elementary school. After their children have entered elementary school, it
turns out to be effective that the parents have continued to use their native language, insisting
their children not only learn it but also learn it with the supplementary study books written in

their native language.

(Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)



