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Japanese Mora /N/ Spoken by Chinese Learners of Japanese :

Phonetic Variants in the Learner’s Pronunciation
NAKATO Yasue

This paper discusses the phonetic variants of Japanese mora /N/ spoken by Chinese
learners of Japanese based on the result of pronunciation tests. Although /N/ has been often
argued in Japanese phonetic education from the viewpoint of timing control of mora, little
attention has been paid to the means by which the learners of Japanese actually pronounce it
and the variants of this pronunciation.

As a result of this test, the phonetic variants of /N/ seen in Chinese learners of Japanese
shows the regular patterning which is ruled not only by the following sound, in a similar way
to native Japanese speakers, but also by the preceding vowel and its place of articulation. The
fact that the pronunciation of the Japanese /N/ is related to the preceding vowel in the learners’
speech suggests the possibility that the learners of Japanese would make up the original rule in
speaking Japanese /N/ as a second language, which is not observed in the speech of native
Japanese speakers.

(Okayama University)



